
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRESS VENUE 

The Congress will take place at Hotel Paka 

(http://hotelpaka.com) 

 in the centre of Velenje. 

Organised by the Geological Survey of Slovenia 
(GeoZS) and the Slovenian Geological Society 
(SGD) with partners: Velenje Coal Mine (PV), 
Faculty of Civil and Geodetic Engineering (FGG), 
Slovenian Mining Association of Engineers and 
Technicians (SRDIT), International Association of 
Hydrogeologists – Slovene Committee (SKIAH), 
and Municipality of Velenje (MOV). 

Apart from exchanging new research results, the Congress will also focus on the 

importance of geoscience for the wider society and its development. It will foster dialogue 

between scientists and professional geologists on the one hand, and end users of results on 

the other hand. In our opinion, this dialogue is essential for both fields to develop and is 

the foundation of an informed, knowledge-based society, Society 5.0. 

Another goal of the Congress is to increase the visibility of geology as a basic natural 

science, and the cornerstone of all activities related to the management, supervision and 

planning of sustainable development or the transition to a circular economy, some of those 

being: planning the sustainable use of mineral resources, groundwater and energy 

resources, careful planning of infrastructure facilities, assessing the environmental impacts 

of a wide range of spatial interventions, estimating geologic hazards, and assessing the 

geothermal potential for planning the use of geothermal energy. 

In order to achieve these goals, we hereby invite researchers, professionals from all fields 

of geosciences as well as geotechnologists, users, and students from Slovenia and abroad 

to take part in the Congress. The general public is welcome to attend the side programme, 

which will take place in Velenje alongside the Congress. 

We invite you to visit the website www.geo-zs.si/5SGK with the presentations of congress 

topics and lists of both, members of the organizing and scientific committee.

http://hotelpaka.com/
http://www.geo-zs.si/5SGK


 
 
REGISTRATION 
Please fill out the application form at www.geo-zs.si/5SGK. The deadline for registration 

 is 3 May 2018. 

 

Tip: at some congress field trips, the number of participants is limited. The application will take 

into account the order of the applicants according to the date of registration. 

Participation at the Congress is not possible without registration. 

 
*Undergraduate or master students with enclosed proof of status. 

REGISTRATION FEE Price (in €) incl. VAT 

  
Regular 300.00 

Regular without congess field trip 250.00 

  
Students* 120.00 

Students* without congess field trip 100.00 

  
Subsequent application for the congress excursion   60.00 

  

Post-congress field trip (not included in the registration fee) 250.00 

Registration fee includes: 

 ice breaker party, 
 congress kit with printed abstract book,  
 coffee breaks,  
 lunch on the first and the second day of the congress,  
 congress dinner on the second day,  
 congress field trip on Friday. 
 
Accommodation costs are not included in the registration fee! 

 

 

PREPARATION OF ABSTRACTS 

By paying one registration fee, the participant is entitled to two contributions as the first author. 

Detailed instructions to authors for the preparation and submission of contributions are published 

on the website www.geo-zs.si/5SGK. Authors should submit their abstracts when registering. The 

submission deadline is 3 May 2018. 

 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd Circular 20 March 2018 

Registration deadline 
(with abstract submission and field trip selection) 

3 May 2018 

Submissions for the photo contest 15 May 2018 

Notice to authors 3 June 2018 

Deadline for payment of registration fee 15 June 2018 

Deadline for booking the accommodation at reduced 
prices 

1 September 2018 

Congress opening 3 October 2018 

http://www.geo-zs.si/5SGK/
http://www.geo-zs.si/5SGK/


 
 

 

 

PRELIMINARY CONGRESS PROGRAMME 

MONDAY, 1 Oct. 2018 Pre-congress programme – MINERALS IN EVERYDAY LIFE 

Morning  Workshops and visit of the Coal Mining Museum of 
Slovenia for primary and secondary schools  

Velenje Gallery or 
 Coal Mining Museum of 
Slovenia   

Afternoon  Visit of the Velenje lakes and exhibition at the Velenje 
Castle 

Velenje lakes and Velenje 
Castle 

 

TUESDAY, 2 Oct. 2018 Pre-congress programme – GEOLOGY DAY 

Morning  Geological workshops for primary and secondary 
schools 

Velenje Gallery 
or VŠVO 

Afternoon   Lecture for general audience 

 GeoTEK: a sociable, recreational run. Apart from 
Congress participants, all recreational runners and 
walkers are invited 

Velenje Castle  
Around the lakes 

Evening  Icebreaker party and early registration TBA  

 

WEDNESDAY, 3 Oct. 2018 CONGRESS, DAY 1 

Morning  Registration Hotel Paka 

Morning  Congress opening, 
plenary lectures 

Hotel Paka 
Large hall 

Afternoon  Oral sessions, poster session Hotel Paka 

Evening    Geology photo contest – exhibition opening 

 Lecture for general audience 

Open-air Gallery 
House of Culture 

 

THURSDAY, 4 Oct. 2018 CONGRESS, DAY 2 

Morning  Plenary sessions, oral sessions Hotel Paka 

Morning  Round table: Is Slovenia ready to regulate the usability 
and use of geological data? 
Press conference 

Hotel Paka 

Afternoon   Oral sessions, poster session  Hotel Paka 

Afternoon   Slovenian Geological Society Assembly  

 Meeting of the Commission on Mineral and Thermal 
Waters of the International Association of 
Hydrogeologists (IAH-CMTW) 

 Hotel Paka 

Evening  Closing ceremony and congress dinner Restaurant Jezero 

 



 
 

 

FRIDAY, 5 Oct. 2018 CONGRESS FIELD TRIPS 

  E-1: The Velenje lignite – its geological uniqueness and the role in Slovenia’s energy supply 

Guided by: Marjan Lenart, Miloš Markič, staff of the visited institutions 

The excursion aims to present the Velenje Coal Mine, its geology, significance for Slovenia’s 
energy supply, mining conditions and technology, and environmental impacts. It will include 
visits to the Velenje Coal Mine, the Coal Mining Museum, the Šoštanj Thermal Power Plant, 
areas with visible impact of mining at the surface and re-cultivated areas. 
After the presentation of The Velenje Coal Mine company, participants will continue the field 
trip according to their selection at the registration with one of the following tours: 
E-1a: A unique opportunity to see real active underground lignite mining in the Pesje district 
with underground longwall exploitation front and works of an accessing mining road.  
E-1b: Guided tour through Šoštanj Thermal Power Plant (TEŠ) with the presentation of the 
company and its thermal energy facilities.  
E-1c: Coal Mining Museum of Slovenia, which provides an authentic presentation of 
underground coal/lignite mining 200 m below the surface.  
Groups E-1b (TEŠ) and E-1c (Museum) will then be able to visit remediation areas (the 
consequences of excavation on the surface, the use of ash from TEŠ, new activities on already 
re-cultivated areas).  
 
Because the number of visitors is limited, only the first 20 applicants will be able to attend this 
part of excursion. 

  E-2: Planning the route of the 3rd development axis and geologically conditioned risk factors 
in spatial planning of motorways 

Guided by: Andrej Ločniškar, Andrej Jan, Dušan Ogrizek, Ana Petkovšek, Barbara Čenčur Curk, 
Blaž Črepinšek 

The engineering geological and hydrogeological field trip will follow the route of the newly 
designed motorway from Velenje to Šentrupert. At the selected viewpoints, we will observe the 
demanding geological conditions and learn about the types of civil engineering structures used 
to protect deep cuts in soft clastic and volcaniclastic bedrock and hard carbonate bedrock. The 
influence of the new motorway to groundwater and drinking water supplies will be explained 
together with the protective measures as the route crosses the intergranular and the fractured 
bedrock aquifers. 
In Celje, we will visit the large brownfield area of an abandoned zinc industry site as well as the 
highest earthfill embankment dam Za Travnikom. The key point of the visit will be learning the 
importance of a well-designed monitoring system for dam safety and maintenance costs. 
After lunch, we will continue in the direction of Velenje, learning about the design of new 
motorway section Slovenj Gradec–Velenje. 
 

  E-3: Geological evolution of the Cenozoic sedimentary basins in the Velenje area 

Guided by: Polona Kralj, Marko Vrabec, Kristina Ivančič, Mirka Trajanova, Eva Mencin Gale 

The stratigraphic-sedimentological field trip aims to present the Oligocene Smrekovec basin, 
the Periadriatic fault system, the Miocene Slovenj Gradec basin and the Plio-Quaternary 
Velenje basin. 
In the Ljubija gorge (Ljubijski graben), you will see a thick succession of pyroclastic and 
autoclastic andesitic-dacitic deposits of the Smrekovec volcanic complex in a direct tectonic 
contact with Triassic carbonate rocks. The excursion will continue through  Gaberke to the 
Periadriatic fault system, where granitoid igneous rocks (tonalite at the stop) mark the 
boundary between the Southern and Eastern Alps. In the next stop, the outcrops of Lower 
Badenian clastic sedimentary deposits will be presented. They formed in various environments 
in the marginal part of the Pannonian basin. The final stop of the excursion is located south of 
Gaberke, where Plio-Quaternary fluvial sediments are exposed.  

 

 

 



 
SATURDAY–MONDAY,  
6– 8 Oct. 2018 

POST-CONGRESS FIELD TRIP 

  IAH CMTW field trip: Geology, hydrogeology and geothermy of NE Slovenia and N Croatia    

Guided by: Nina Rman, Mihael Brenčič, Tamara Marković 

Saturday, 6 October 2018  
We will begin the trip driving from Velenje and listening to an explanation on geology and 
hydrogeology of NE Slovenia. We will then visit the Ivanjševska slatina spring and the Strmec 
mofettes. This will be followed by a presentation of the Radenska natural mineral water 
bottling factory. Then, we will visit a greenhouse and/or a geothermal doublet in Lendava, and 
after that the Vinarium Tower (with wine tasting). Check-in and bathing at the Lendava Spa. 

Sunday, 7 October 2018 
First, we will go to Peklenica in Croatia, where we will hear a presentation on oil and natural gas 
production. After that, we will visit the geothermal power plant in Velika Ciglena. Afterwards, 
we will head to Krapinske Toplice and see thermal water cascade use in Aquae vivae. Check-in 
and dinner. 

Monday, 8 October 2018 
On this day, you will learn about the geology of the Croatian Zagorje Region and visit thermal 
springs in the Stubičke spa and health resort. This will be followed by a presentation at the 
Krapina Neanderthal Museum, and a tour of outcrops of Miocene and Triassic rocks on the way 
back to Slovenia. We will also stop at the natural mineral water sites in Rogaška Slatina. Finally, 
we return to Velenje. 

The registration fee covers the following costs: bus transport, accommodation (2 nights, 
breakfast included), 3 lunches, 2 dinners, all entry fees. 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

Accommodation for the participants of the Slovenian Geological Congress is possible at the 

congress venue, Hotel Paka**** (http://hotelpaka.com), at a discounted price. 

There are also two other accommodation possibilities in the immediate vicinity (with discounted 

prices for congress participants): 

 Hotel Razgoršek*** (www.hotelrazgorsek.si)  

 Hostel Velenje (www.mc-velenje.si/hotel)  

We kindly ask participants to book the accommodation themselves using the registration form at 

www.geo-zs.si/5SGK or by e-mail (Hostel Velenje). 

 

Accommodation at reduced prices is only available by 1 September 2018. 

 

During the Congress, there will be free parking for all participants at Hotel Paka’s outdoor 

parking lot and in their parking garage. 

 
More detailed information will be regularly posted  

on the Congress website: www.geo-zs.si/5SGK/ 

 

Contact:  
 
Ogranizing committee 

5.sgk@geo-zs.si 

 

http://hotelpaka.com/
http://www.hotelrazgorsek.si/
http://www.mc-velenje.si/hotel
http://www.geo-zs.si/5SGK/
http://www.geo-zs.si/5SGK/
mailto:5.sgk@geo-zs.si

