
44th IAH CONGRESS
GROUNDWATER HERITAGE
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Keynote speakers
Božidar Biondić, Croatia
Barbara Čenčur Curk, Slovenia
Neven Krešić, USA
Attila Kovacs, Hungary
Anker Lajer Højberg, Denmark

Registration fees
Registration opens in December 2016 via the official website. 
VAT included.

Category  Early Bird  Late  On Site
IAH members 500,00 € 600,00 € 600,00€
Non IAH members 600,00 € 700,00 € 700,00€
Standard student  250,00 €  300,00 €  300,00€
Accompanying   200,00 €  200,00 €  200,00€
persons

Registration fees for delegates include: Ice Break party, Coffee 
breaks (morning and afternoon), Lunches, Mid excursion, Gala 
Dinner, promotional materials, Abstract book on USB dongle.
Accompanying persons registration fee includes: Ice Break party, 
Mid excursion and Gala Dinner.

Contacts
Secretariat: organizing@iah2017.org
Scientific programme: scientific@iah2017.org
Sponsors: sponsors@iah2017.org
www.iah2017.org

Congress management
conTres projekti d.o.o., tourist agency, Crvenog križa 11, 
10000 Zagreb - HR │ Contact persons: Marina Martinić Lovrec / 
marina@contres.hr │ Maja Orsag / maja@contres.hr │ 
Tel: +385 1 48 21 193, Fax: +385 1 37 00 495 ww.contres.hr

Pre-congress workshops
Pre-Congress workshops (1-2 days) are defined and will be 
held according to the number of participants.

Pre-congress excursions*
Unforgettable tours (5-8 days) in the region include: 1) Essential 
Adriatic, 2) Short tour of Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and 
Serbia, 3) SEE Capitals.

Mid week excursions*
Five excursions are scheduled: 1) Ombla - Robinzon - HE 
Dubrovnik- Konavle; 2) Prud - Narona - Baćinska jezera (crossing 
the border of BiH); 3) Zaton - Vjetrenica (BiH) - Ston; 4) Mljet - 
Elafiti; 5) Arboretum (Trsteno) - Koločep Bay (paleo and recent  
hydrogeology) - Slano.

Post congress excursions*
We have scheduled four excursions (2-3 days), combining 
hydrogeological features with cultural visits. You have the 
possibility to choose from: 1) Dubrovnik - Ombla - Popovo 
polje (Vjetrenica) (BiH) - HE Trebinje (BiH) - Grahovsko polje 
(MNE) - The Boka Kotorska Springs and Kotor Old town 
(UNESCO heritage site) (MNE) - Dubrovnik; 2) Dubrovnik - 
Blue and Red lakes - Imotski (Opačac spring)- Plitvice lakes - 
Ljubljana (SLO); 3) Dubrovnik - Jadro - Gacka River and 
springs - Rijeka (Zvir spring) - Zagreb; 4) Dubrovnik - Buna 
spring (Mostar) (BiH) - Bosna spring (Sarajevo) (BiH) - Požega 
- Daruvar - Zagreb.

* Some excursions go through Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), Montenegro (MNE) 
and Slovenia (SLO).Please check for the visa requirements.

Key dates
Call for Abstracts: November 15th 2016
Registration opening: December 2016
Deadline for abstracts submission: March 15th 2017
Acceptance of abstracts: April 30th 2017
Deadline for Early bird registration: June 30th 2017.
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Groundwater in Karst Systems
Specifics of groundwater flow in karst environment, bifurcations, 
trifurcations, accumulating groundwater in karst environments, 
impact of karst groundwater on rock characteristics, speleogenesis 
in karst hydrogeology, significant hydrogeological phenomena in 
Dinaric karst, significant hydrogeological phenomena worldwide.

Island and Costal Hydrogeology
Many areas worldwide have no better solution of their 
water supply than to use groundwater, which is subjected 
to underground influence of seawater. This topic comprises 
specific problems of groundwater in coastal and island areas, 
which are under influence of seawater penetration, as well 
as future climate and sea level changes. Modelling of such 
aquifers, their monitoring, hydrochemical and geophysical 
research, desalination, water management, water supply, 
assessment of potential impacts on the sustainability of 
coastal and island aquifers and habitats.

Groundwater and Dependent Ecosystems
Groundwater and aquatic ecosystems are highly connected, 
whether we consider underground ecosystems or terrestrial 
groundwater dependent ecosystems. Consumption and irrigated 
agriculture are putting increasing pressures on groundwater 
quantity and quality, which can in turn have negative impacts on 
public water supply as well as on groundwater dependent 
ecosystems.

Hydropower and Geothermal Energy
Hydropower and geothermal energy are renewable energy 
resources and produce less pollution than non-renewable 
resources. Nevertheless, they do have some environmental 
impacts. Topics include hydropower and geothermal energy 
as sustainable solutions to reduce global warming and public 
health risks that result from use of non-renewable energy.

Mineral Waters and Human Health
The practice of using mineral and thermal waters for treatment 
and curing of diseases as well as heating has a long history. 
What is the interpretation of the term mineral waters in 
different countries? What are the best approaches for ensuring 
sustainable use, protection and integrated environmental 
management of thermal water sources? What are best 
practises in mitigation of usage conflicts - bottling company vs. 
spa; country vs. country? What are the effects of mineral and 
thermal waters on human health? What are the social and 
economic benefits?

Preliminary agenda
Saturday, September 16th 2017
Pre-Congress Excursions

Saturday, September 23rd 2017
Workshops

Sunday, September 24th 2017
Workshops
IAH Council meeting
Registration opens - 5pm
Ice Break party

Monday, September 25th 2017
Registration
Opening Ceremony
Plenary Session
Parallel Technical Sessions
Commissions and Networks 
Meetings
Poster Session
ECHN Event - evening

Tuesday, September 26th 2017
Registration
Plenary Session
Parallel Technical Sessions
Commissions and Networks 
Meetings
Poster Session
IAH General Assembly

Wednesday, September 27th 2017
Mid Week Technical Excursions

Thursday, September 28th 2017
Plenary Session
Parallel Technical Sessions
Commissions and Networks 
Meetings
Poster Session
Gala Dinner

Friday, September 29th 2017
Plenary Session
Parallel Technical Sessions
Poster Session
Closing Session

Saturday, September 30th 2017
Post Congress Excursions

TOPICS:

Groundwater Heritage - Passing Benefits
to Current and Future Generations
Groundwater heritage focuses on groundwater reserves as 
well as groundwater quality by passing benefits from past to 
current, and from current to future generations. Identification 
of declining or rising trends of groundwater levels i.e. 
groundwater reserves vital for human existence, as well as 
trends in groundwater quality deterioration or improvement 
in the past, present and future, give us a better insight into our 
groundwater heritage. Such knowledge is also of importance 
in planning and preserving current and the future quantitative 
and qualitative status of groundwater.

Sustainable Management
of Groundwater Resources
Sustainable management of groundwater resources is 
necessary to control the risks and pressures on groundwater 
caused by existing and increasing anthropogenic pressures, 
as well as present climate change and variations. This topic is 
mainly focused on developing countries, but experience and 
knowledge gained in sustainable management of groundwater 
resources worldwide is also relevant. Management strategies 
for sustainable use of groundwater resources differ according to 
variations in natural conditions and differing degrees of 
interaction with groundwater.
· SPECIAL SUBTOPIC: SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF 
GROUNDWATER RESOURCES IN CENTRAL EUROPE (CE) - 
3rd IAH CE

Groundwater Modelling
Topic is focused on research of intergranular, karst and hard rock 
systems presenting various modelling approaches, both analytical 
and numerical, for solving groundwater flow and contaminant 
transport problems in groundwater resources management and 
protection. Flow and transport modelling in fully and variably 
saturated media, groundwater/surface water interactions, 
parameter estimation and uncertainty analysis, stochastic 
modelling.

Groundwater Monitoring - New Approaches
This topic focuses on standard and new approaches and 
technologies used in monitoring and characterization of quality 
and quantity status of groundwater, as well as in biological 
monitoring of underground aquatic ecosystems. Moreover, the 
topic extends to monitoring of all water balance components 
important for groundwater management and protection.


